
WCC Cllr FIONA ISAACS REPORT.  

I can be contacted in the following ways.

Email - fisaacs@winchester.gov.uk

Telephone - 01962 738671


Alresford Recycling Centre 

HCC have now announced that all sites will remain open.

This is obviously great news and its important to everyone in our area. Having 
lobbied HCC on open pedestrian access, mobility scooter access, now that HCC 
have confirmed that after the budget survey, monies will be raised from recycling, I 
have contacted HCC again to establish when Alresford can go back to open 
access in order to get the most use from our site. As of the 4th October 2021, 
access will increase to more than one visit a week. Whilst the booking system 
remains in place , with mixed feelings on this, unlimited access is welcomed.

 

Broad Street Pedestrian area 

I was asked to assistance from some 
businesses within this area. Having 
spoken to NATC Clerk , and also WCC 
licensing team it was proposed that 
NATC could apply either now or after it 
was officially made pedestrian for a 
blanket licence for £100. This would be 
cheaper than each business applying 
individually as well. WCC have 
confirmed that the business liability 
insurance would remain at £5m which 
is pretty standard. I know we are still 
awaiting plan back from HCC on this, 

but it’s still useful information for NATC to mull over. There will be a public survey from 
NATC on this proposal.
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Community Police Beat surgery - Itchen Valley 

As promised, I said I would help organise a local police 
beat surgery within the Itchen Valley area, like Alresford 
has. I am delighted that we had our first one and our lovely 
team are planning to hold more within the Itchen valley 
area. Please keep a look out for more dates, even if it's to 
say hello. Both PC Richard Glover and P.C.S.O. Victor Mills 
were joined by Itchen Valley News , myself and many 
others. Thank you to all who supported this.


 

Itchen Valley - Street Surgeries  
Thank you across the Itchen Valley to all those 
who have visited me on my rural street 
surgeries to discuss important local issues 
within the Itchen Valley area.


Housing issues 

I have been assisting on numerous housing 
issues recently. These thankfully have been 

mostly resolved. The housing team at WCC have 
been extremely helpful in sorting out quick responses to certain issues. A lot around 
repairs , new paths, handrails, bathrooms and some with relocating . Again, please let me 
know if I can help . Recently I sent all Parish Councils a map of all their proposed 
SHELAA  sites to review and to highlight any issues.


GRASS CUTTING ISSUES  

Sadly, a formal complaint went to WCC for the lack of grass cutting within the Alresford 
area this year. When I was elected I asked for the 9 safety cuts a year to continue even in 
the small project areas. This was a matter of safety concerns after reports from residents 



were raised, overwhelmingly about 
safety  from parents with children 
cycling and drivers who could not see 
clearly round bends or junctions.  Along 
with this were concerns that as the 
Number 1 Market Town in the uk, it has 
never looked such a mess. This has 
been particularly difficult as our 
economic recovery also depends on the 
Town attracting visitors. Although I 
called an emergency meetings after 
issues relating to some disabled 
residents, I still have not received an 
explanation of the lack of safety cuts or the issues raised. As a 
result, a formal complaint went in and now sits within the Chief 
Execs office to investigate. There needs to be a careful balance 
with encouraging wildflower development but keeping the area 
safe and attractive to visitors. 

UPDATE- After meetings with the strategic new director, a 
formal investigation is underway. I have asked them to 
provide clear times until the year end when Alresford will be 
cut and the project areas sight line cut. I have asked for the 
information into next year as well regarding the months and 
the number of times each month the costs will take place. No dates just the month. 
So that NATC can hopefully try and budget reading the length men around 
these.investigation is underway . They have apologised for this year’s experience 
that residents have received along with the town and have confirmed that this was 
not good enough. Concerns were raised by Alresford and Itchen Valley residents 
visiting the area. 

Other issues. 
I have received a number of calls 
relating to obstructed paths or 
pavements recently. However, another 
issue is that now the long grass has 
been cut leaving debris on the areas 
resulting in this being blown into the 
drains. The results speak for 
themselves. Please report any blocked 
drains to HCC - transport and roads - 
road maintenance and select either tree 
or hedge issue, drainage issue etc.




Supporting our Businesses 

I have spent time visiting businesses to ensure that they know about the latest 
grants available . The latest discretionary grant closed on 27th September and 
looked at supporting both businesses and self employed who had been effected by 
staff shortages and other reasons from 1st July for a 6 week period.


I am delighted to see this support for both businesses who have premises, but also for 
the self employed, of which we have many in our ward, who have also been effected.

This grant fund forms part of the government’s Additional Restrictions Grant Fund.
If you have any queries or questions regarding  please contact our Economy Team 
at:  ecodev@winchester.gov.uk or telephone on 01962

New Alresford Town Trust - Heritage open day - 
Volunteering  

I was delighted to volunteer again to help with this 
very popular event. Town Trust's 3 sites namely The 
Eel house,Norman Bridge and Museum are always 
positively received and its always a pleasure to see 
visitors reactions to these sites.  This time Digby and 
myself were at The Bridge. It was lovely to see so 
many from the Itchen Valley area join in the fun, along 
with tourists and local residents. 


Market Towns Matter ! 

My Letter to the Hampshire Chronicle outlines the disappointment that Market Towns 
don’t have their own recovery plan. How, after speaking at the Business and Housing 
committee ,I seconded a motion at WCC to ensure Market Towns had representation in 
all plans . it is regrettable that, as the market towns struggle to be heard, a deliberate 
move was made to silence their views. The surrounding villages, local businesses and 
residents all have very strong feeling on the issues and concerns we have and that these 
must be accounted for in any plan moving forward.
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Perins School crossing issues. 
This has been an issue for many years.    I can 
report that as of September, no bus drop offs or 
pick ups will now take place on the avenue. This 
will hopefully make things better for children 
crossing. Further assessments are still underway 
about this crossing. 

UPDATE - Feedback has been overwhelmingly 
supportive of the NO pick up or drop off system 

on the avenue. Apart from one netball match issue , which has now been confirmed 
that this won’t happen again, the system has worked very well. 

HIGHWAYS  

This issues relating to highways are a cross parish and cross party one. It has been 
expresses by residents and parish Councils that any group formed to discuss this needs 
to be just that, cross party and cross parish. I completely agree and have raised this with 
Jackie Porter and other Cllrs . I await their response to this. 



